A pilot study of urokinase therapy in cerebral infarction.
Thirty-one patients with acute cerebral infarction were treated with the thrombolytic agent urokinase for either a single or a double infusion period, each of ten hours. The effects of urokinase therapy administered at dosage rates of 1,200, 1,500 or 1,700 CTA urokinase units per pound of body weight per hour were followed by serial blood coagulation and other biochemical studies. In the dosage used, urokinase produced a prompt sustained increase, 20-fold to 40-fold, of plasma thrombolytic activity with relatively minor disturbance of the blood coagulation system. Nevertheless, hemorrhagic complications occurred in several patients and distinctly favorable therapeutic effects were not observed.